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Ropin’ the Web

• Background
• Ropin’ the Web (History)
• Ropin’ the Web (Current)
• Taxonomy
• Metadata
• Thesaurus



Ropin’ the Web (History)

• Project Barley
– June 1995 (pilot project)
– 600 Pages (4 megs)
– 4800 visits in the next three months 



The First Ropin’ the Web



Ropin’ the Web (1999)



Ropin’ the Web (2007)



Ropin’ the Web

• Description of website
– Databases
– Number of documents
– Hosting of websites (ie. ForageBeef.ca )
– Number of views

• Major Users



Common Categorization Schemes in a 
Taxonomy

Method Definition
Facet Based Information categorized into multiple taxonomies 

or “stackonomies” based on unique but 
pervasive characteristics including topic, 
function, etc.

Subject –
oriented

Information categorized by subject or topic

Functional Information categorized by the process to which 
it relates

Organizational Information categorized by corporate 
departments or business entities

Document 
Type

Information categorized by the type of document



Ropin’ the Web: Taxonomy

• Description of taxonomy
• Development of new taxonomies

– Examples
– Points to consider
– Sources of vocabulary

• Scope notes
• Issues (ie: variable amounts of specificity)



Metadata

• Defined
• Standards
• Types of Metadata
• Schema (Dublin Core)
• Elements



Metadata Definition

• Metadata is “data about data”
• It is defined as structured information that 

describes, explains, locates or otherwise 
makes it easier to retrieve, use or manage 
an information resource

• For example, metadata is commonly used 
for any formal scheme or resource 
description, applying to any type of object, 
digital or non-digital.



Metadata Standards
• Worldwide efforts to develop consistent 

approaches and standards to manage metadata 
for all types of documents

• The International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) and the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) have 
adopted several internationally accepted 
standards related to metadata

• Alberta Metadata Standards Management 
Group: Government of Alberta Core Metadata 
Application Profile (2008)



Properties in CMAP vs Ropin’ the Web

• Alternative title
• Creator
• Date Created
• Date Modified
• Description
• Extent
• Format
• Identifier
• Language
• Official Title
• Sensitivity
• Subject
• Type

• Creator
• Date Created
• Date Modified
• Description
• Identifier
• Language
• Title
• Subject
• Type 
• Audience



Three Main Types of Metadata

• Descriptive Metadata
• Administrative Metadata
• Intrinsic Metadata



Descriptive Metadata

• Describes a resource for the purposes 
such as discovery and identification.

• It can include elements such as title, 
abstract, author and keywords and 
audience

• Mainly used to facilitate discovery of 
relevant information



Administrative Metadata

• Information to help manage a resource, 
such as when and how it was created, file 
type and other technical information, and 
who can access it.

• Rights Management Metadata – deals with 
intellectual property rights

• Preservation Metadata – contains information 
needed to archive and preserve a document



Intrinsic Metadata

• Data extracted directly from an object
• Can include file name, file size, file type



Metadata Schemes

• A variety of metadata schemes and element sets 
developed in working towards a common 
approach to the development and ongoing 
management of metadata 

• Most commonly used scheme is the Dublin 
Core Metadata Element Set

• Has been used by itself, or as a starting point to 
identify common elements needed across the 
various information management disciplines in 
an organization



Dublin Core

• Used as the basis of metadata schemes 
and element sets developed for the 
governments of Canada, Ontario and 
Alberta

• Developed to be simple and concise, and 
to describe web-based documents

• A set of 15 descriptors that can be applied 
across a wide range of disciplines



Dublin Core
• Elements identified as mandatory by the Alberta 

Metadata Standards Management Group are 
Title, Creator, Subject, Description, Date, Type, 
Format, Language and Rights

• Optional elements are Publisher, Contributor, 
Identifier, Source, Relation and Coverage

• The three main elements covered here are Type 
(Object Type), Description (Brief Description) 
and Audience

• Additional elements worked with are keywords 
and subject











Object Type

• Including a value for “type” helps users 
find the information they are looking for by 
giving them an additional way to narrow 
their search query.  

• Element is defined with the use of a 
controlled vocabulary (derived from the 
DCMIType vocabulary) as outlined in 
handout.

• Includes about 41 descriptions of resource 
types to choose from depending on the 
object



Object Type- Defined

• The nature or genre of the content of the 
resource.  Type includes terms describing 
general categories, functions, genres or 
aggregation levels for content.  Recommended 
best practice is to select a value from a 
controlled vocabulary.  It is important not to 
confuse “type” with “subject” (What the resource 
is about) or “format” (The physical manifestation 
or file format of the resource).  

• Examples of different object types in Ropin’ the 
Web



Examples of Type on Ropin’ the Web

• Abstract (30)
• Administration Page(134)
• Assessment (93)
• Biography (124)
• Calendar (10)
• Contact Information (86)
• Contractual Material (1)
• Correspondence (1)
• Dataset (72)
• Decision (13)

• Educational Material (42)
• Event (12)
• Fact Sheet (1,711)
• Financial Report (9)
• Form (18)
• Frequently Asked 

Questions (179)
• Geospatial Material (100)
• Guide (373)
• Interactive Resource (1)



Examples of Type on Ropin’ the Web 

• Legislation & Regulations 
(54)

• Licences and Permits (2)
• Media Release (1)
• Meeting Material (3)
• News Release (79)
• Notice (2)
• Organizational 

Description (97)
• Policy (2)
• Presentation (128)
• Promotional Material 

(176)

• Reference Material (11)
• Report (786)
• Research (122)
• Resource List (226)
• Service (11)
• Sound (1)
• Standard (26)
• Statistics (421)
• Still Image (30)
• Survey (23)
• Terminology (24)
• Welcome Page (1)



Brief Description
• Defined as:

“An account of the content of the resource.”
• May include but is not limited to: an abstract, table of 

contents, reference to a graphical representation of 
content or a free-text account of the content.

• Another metadata element which will assist users in 
determining whether a resource will be useful to 
them.

• It conveys the purpose of the resource in a clear, 
objective manner

• Can be used for search engine results display, link 
descriptions on cluster pages and automated 
classification by portal content management systems.



Descriptions – Points to 
Consider

• When describing a document consider:
• What it is: i.e. report, guide, table, advertisement 

etc.
• What it is saying (Content)
• Who is the intended audience?
• What is the intended purpose?
• The source

• Consider points on handout, with 
examples of descriptions.



Audience

• The Audience element describes the 
intended audience of a resource.  It allows 
searchers to specify the particular 
audience they belong to, so only 
resources relevant to them get displayed.  
It also allows searchers to decide whether 
a service or resource is worth accessing or 
retrieving.



Audience: Sources Consulted

• Dublin Core Application Profile (DCAP) for Web 
Resource Discovery in the Government of 
Canada: (GOL Metadata Working Group <dc. 
Audience> Sub-group: Guidelines for the Dublin 
Core Metadata Element Audience – 2nd version 
(2005)

• NZGLS (New Zealand Government Locator 
Service) Metadata Standard and Reference 
Manual , Version 2 (2001): Rules For the 
Audience Element



• AGLS (Australian Government Locator 
Services) Audience Controlled Vocabulary 
(2002)

• eGNS Audience Encolding Scheme (United 
Kingdom)(2002)

• USDA Web Presence Initiative Audience 
Analysis (2003)

• A Dublin Core Application Profile in the 
Agricultural Domain (2001)

• Government of Canada National 
Occupational Classification



Examples of Audience

• Other large web pages using the audience 
element to direct their content to a 
specified audience are:
– Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

http://www.agr.gc.ca/index_e.php
– United States Department of Agriculture 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome

http://www.agr.gc.ca/index_e.php
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome


Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• No Audience – refers to documents that are not 
appropriate for any one audience, or else are 
intended for everybody (ie. Ministerial 
documents and research manuals)

• Agribusiness – Includes producers, 
manufacturers and distributors of agricultural 
goods and services

• Animal Health Professional – Refers to 
veterinarians and related professionals involved 
with the surveillance, detection, investigation 
and response to animal health issues



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Beef Producer – Refers to a producer of cattle 
specifically grown for meat

• Cereal Producer – Refers to a producer of grain 
crops (mostly grass crops) including wheat, rye, 
oats, barley & triticale

• Consumers – Refer to people who purchase 
retail products

• Forage Producer – Refers to a producer of 
crops grown for consumption by livestock: crops 
of high feed value such as grasses and legumes



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Irrigation – provides information to those who 
practice the artificial application of water to soil 
in place of or in addition to natural precipitation 
for the purpose of increasing plant production

• Land Managers – Are persons concerned with 
the maintenance and improvement of land and 
water resources and are interested in the 
protection, improvement and wise use of natural 
resources



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Oilseed Producer- Refers to a producer 
of crops used in the production of food oils 
such as flax, canola and sunflower

• Processors – Are businesses which 
transform raw materials into foods, 
beverages and certain related industrial 
products such as feeds, ethanol, 
fibreboard and vegetable & animal fats 
and oils



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Producers (Crops) – provides information 
of interest to those involved in the 
production of horticultural crops, special 
crops and greenhouse production

• Producers (Livestock) – Refers to the 
growers of all forms of livestock  (with the 
exception of beef) for the production of red 
meat, poultry & eggs, dairy products and 
honey



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Rural Communities – Includes populations of 
people living in towns and smaller communities 
which provide services and support for the 
farming community

• Students & Educators – provides coursework 
and information of agricultural subjects of 
interest to the student population in rural Alberta 
and persons responsible for their instruction



Audience Element on Ropin’ the 
Web

• Youth & 4H – Includes information and 
activities of interest to rural youth including 
farm safety activities, and materials, 
information and articles for those people 
involved in the 4H organization



Additional Elements to Assist in 
Navigation

• Subject
• Keywords

– Retrieval of specific topics (ie. Drought, 
Merchandise)

– Thesaurus Development



Visual Thesaurus - Crops



Visual Thesaurus - Diseases



Visual Thesaurus-Crops and Diseases



Visual Thesaurus - Protege



Visual Thesaurus - Protege



Visual Thesaurus - Protege



Visual Thesaurus -Protege



References
• Hillman, Diane: Using Dublin Core, Dublin Core 

Metadata Initiative, 2005
• Government of Canada: Guide to the 

Development and Maintenance of Controlled 
Vocabularies in the Government of Canada

• National Information Standards Organization: 
Understanding Metadata, 2004 (A revision and 
Expansion of Metadata Made Simpler:  A guide 
for librarians, Published by NISO Press, 2001.  
www.niso.org

http://www.niso.org/


References

• Taxonomy Strategies
http:www.taxonomystrategies.com/ 

• TIPS: Taxonomies in the Public Sector 
(Bibliography). 
http://nglis.org.uk/tipsbib.htm

http://www.taxonomystrategies.com/
http://nglis.org.uk/tipsbib.htm


Contact Information
Betsy Hamid
Digital Librarian
Ropin’  the Web
Phone: 780-422-3952
Email: elizabeth.hamid@gov.ab.ca


	Increasing User Access by Transforming to a Metadata Driven Website
	Ropin’ the Web
	Ropin’ the Web (History)
	The First Ropin’ the Web
	Ropin’ the Web (1999)
	Ropin’ the Web (2007)
	Ropin’ the Web
	Common Categorization Schemes in a Taxonomy
	Ropin’ the Web: Taxonomy
	Metadata
	Metadata Definition
	Metadata Standards
	Properties in CMAP vs Ropin’ the Web
	Three Main Types of Metadata
	Descriptive Metadata
	Administrative Metadata
	Intrinsic Metadata
	Metadata Schemes
	Dublin Core
	Dublin Core
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Object Type
	Object Type- Defined
	Examples of Type on Ropin’ the Web 
	Examples of Type on Ropin’ the Web 
	Brief Description
	Descriptions – Points to Consider
	Audience
	Audience: Sources Consulted
	Slide Number 33
	Examples of Audience
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Audience Element on Ropin’ the Web
	Additional Elements to Assist in Navigation
	Visual Thesaurus - Crops
	Visual Thesaurus - Diseases
	Slide Number 45
	Visual Thesaurus - Protege
	Visual Thesaurus - Protege
	Visual Thesaurus - Protege
	Visual Thesaurus -Protege
	References
	References
	Contact Information

